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Midwest Regional Championships Referee Staff 
 

 

Francisco (Chico) Villarruel, Regional Referee Administrator 
Referee Coach; USYS National League Midwest & Great Lakes Conf. Referee Assignor 
Mobile: 517-290-7681 
Email: fvillarruel@usyouthsoccer.org 

 
(alphabetical order) 

 

Shane Butler, Observer Coordinator (SUN-WED) 
National Referee Coach; SRA of MO 
Mobile: 314-265-5175 
Email: sbutler990@aol.com  

 

Tony Crush, Assistant Administrator / Observer Coordinator 
National Referee Coach; SRA of IN 
Mobile: 502-744-5944 
Email: tony.crush@indianareferees.org   

 

Jason Francois, Assistant Administrator 
Referee Coach; NYSL Referee Assignor, Nebraska State Soccer 
Mobile: 402-612-1540 
Email: jasonfrancois1123@gmail.com  

 

Anthony Gardner, Logistics Coordinator 
Referee Mentor; SYRA & Director of Instruction, MO 
Mobile: (816) 769-3782 
Email: t.gardner2011@comcast.net  

 

Sue Grobbel, Referee Coordinator 
Referee Mentor; Director of Assignment, MI 
Mobile: (586) 615-8035 
Email: suegrobbel@earthlink.net  
 

  

mailto:fvillarruel@usyouthsoccer.org
mailto:sbutler990@aol.com
mailto:tony.crush@indianareferees.org
mailto:jasonfrancois1123@gmail.com
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Midwest Regional Championships Event Staff & Very Important People 

 

 

Jen Fickett – Program Manager, 
USYS Midwest Regional 
Championships 

 

 

Steve Franklin – Staff, USYS 
Midwest Regional 
Championships 

 

 

Ann Bona – Staff, USYS Midwest 
Regional Championships 

 

 

Jessica Eberle – Staff, USYS 
Midwest Regional 
Championships 

 
Photo Coming 

Soon 

Sarah Shiguango – Director of 
Competitions, Michigan State 
Youth Soccer Association 

   

 

Joe Burger – Executive Director, 
Kansas State Youth Soccer 
Association 

   

 

    

  



2025 USYS Midwest Regional Championships Overland Park & Olathe, KS 
 

Referee Handbook    Page 5 of 44 

U.S. Soccer Appointed National Referee Coaches 
 

  

 
 

 

Khalaf Latayfeh 
National Referee Coach 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Lauren Parliament 
National Referee Coach 

 

 
 

 
Special Guest 

 
 

 

Robert Sibiga 
Retired Professional Referee 
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Schedule (Thursday – Saturday) 

Subject to change 

Thursday – June 19, 2025 

3:00pm – 5:00pm Lodging Check-in MidAmerica Nazarene University (MNU) 
Bell Cultural Events Center 

5:00pm – 6:15pm Dinner On your own 

6:30pm – 7:00pm First Year Referee Meeting (new to this event) MNU Bell Cultural Events Center 
Mabee Performing Arts Hall 

7:15pm – 8:45am Welcome & Administrative Meeting Bell Center: Mabee Performing Arts Hall 

9:00pm – 9:30pm Mandatory Mentor/Referee-Coach Meeting (Crush) Bell Center: McIntire Room 

9:00pm – 9:45pm Breakout Instruction (4 to choose from each day) Bell Center: Rooms & Topics TBA 

 

Friday – June 20, 2025 

5:30am – 8:30am Hot Buffet Breakfast & Small Mentor Groups Cunningham Center: Cafeteria 

7:00am  Check-in deadline for 8:00am games Referee Tent 

8:00am – 4:00pm Day 1 – Preliminary Round Games Scheels (Overland Park) or Garmin (Olathe) 

11:30am – 1:30pm Lunch Referee Tent 

4:30pm – 5:30pm Low-Impact Field Session Instruction Garmin Field 3 

6:30pm –8:00pm Dinner Cunningham Center: Cafeteria 

8:30pm – 9:00pm Mandatory Mentor/Referee-Coach Meeting (Crush) Bell Center: McIntire Room 

9:00pm – 9:45pm Breakout Instruction (4 to choose from each day) Bell Center: Rooms & Topics TBA 

 

Saturday – June 21, 2025 

5:30am – 8:30am Hot Buffet Breakfast & Small Mentor Groups Cunningham Center: Cafeteria 

7:00am  Check-in deadline for 8:00am games Referee Tent 

8:00am – 4:00pm Day 1 – Preliminary Round Games Scheels (Overland Park) or Garmin (Olathe) 

11:30am – 1:30pm Lunch Referee Tent 

4:30pm – 5:30pm Low-Impact Field Session Instruction Garmin Field 3 

6:30pm –8:00pm Dinner Cunningham Center: Cafeteria 

8:30pm – 9:00pm Mandatory Mentor/Referee-Coach Meeting (Crush) Bell Center: McIntire Room 

9:00pm – 9:45pm Breakout Instruction (4 to choose from each day) Bell Center: Rooms & Topics TBA 
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Schedule (Sunday – Tuesday) 

Subject to change 
 

Sunday – June 22, 2025 

5:30am – 8:30am Hot Buffet Breakfast & Small Mentor Groups Cunningham Center: Cafeteria 

7:00am  Check-in deadline for 8:00am games Referee Tent 

8:00am – 4:00pm Day 1 – Preliminary Round Games Scheels (Overland Park) or Garmin (Olathe) 

11:30am – 1:30pm Lunch Referee Tent 

4:30pm – 5:30pm Low-Impact Field Session Instruction Garmin Field 3 

6:30pm –8:00pm Dinner Cunningham Center: Cafeteria 

8:30pm – 9:00pm Mandatory Mentor/Referee-Coach Meeting (Crush) Bell Center: McIntire Room 

8:30pm – 9:15pm Breakout Instruction (4 to choose from each day) Bell Center: Rooms & Topics TBA 

 

Monday – June 23, 2025 

7:00am – 8:30am Hot Buffet Breakfast & Small Mentor Groups Cunningham Center: Cafeteria 

8:30am – 12:00am USYS TOP Soccer Event Garmin Park (Olathe) 

11:30am – 1:00pm Lunch On your own 

1:00pm – 3:00pm U.S. Soccer Instructional Session TBA 

6:30pm State Delegation Dinners See your RSA for details & location 

 

Tuesday – June 24, 2025 

5:30am – 7:30am Hot Buffet Breakfast & Small Mentor Groups Cunningham Center: Cafeteria 

8:00am – 2:30pm Semifinal matches Scheels (Overland Park) 

10:30am – 12:30pm Lunch Referee Tent 

  6:00pm – 9:00pm 

(service begins @ 6:30) 

USYS Midwest Regional Championships Referee 
Awards Dinner 

 (hosted by the KS Referee Development Program) 

● Welcome and comments 
● Dinner 
● Awards Presentation 
● Announcement of crews for finals 
● Announcement of Officials for Nationals 

College Church of the Nazarene: Uphaus 

Hall (2020 E Sheridan St, Olathe, KS 66062) 

(enter through the West side parking area 

through the Garrett entrance which is 

directly opposite the baseball stadium 

parking lot) 
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Schedule (Wednesday) 

Subject to change 
 
 

Wednesday – June 25, 2025 

5:30am – 7:30am Hot Buffet Breakfast & Small Mentor Groups Cunningham Center (Cafeteria) 

7:00am Check-in deadline for 8:00am games Scheels (Overland Park) 

7:00am – 9:00am Check-out  Bell Cultural Events Center 

9:00am – 1:45pm Finals Scheels (Overland Park) 

 Lunch On your own 
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Housing / Logistics 

Referee Housing 
 
Referees, mentors, and referee coaches will be housed at MidAmerica Nazarene University (MNU).  All check-in’s 
will take place at the Cunningham Center in the cafeteria. Each state’s Responsible State Administrator (RSA) will 
be responsible for checking in their entire delegation with the university. They are the only party authorized to 
receive room keys. All rooms have been pre-assigned, and for safety, rooming changes unauthorized by the event 
staff are prohibited. Individuals will be held financially responsible for any damage to rooms caused by vandalism 
or irresponsible behavior.  
 
MNU will provide pillows, sheets, blankets, and towels. You will need to bring soap and shampoo. 
 

MidAmerica Nazarene University 
Cunningham Center 
2041 E Pioneer Blvd. 
Olathe, KS 66062 
(913) 971-3297 
 

Internet Access 
WiFi access is available at no charge by the university. 
 
Laundry Facilities 
A coin laundry facility is located on campus for your use.  
 
Check-In / Check-Out  
The Responsible State Administrator (RSA) will pick-up gift bags for their entire delegation (referees, mentors, and 
referee coaches). Every effort has been made to distribute shirt sizes as requested. However, it is possible that not 
everyone will get the requested sizes. There are no extras available for exchange. 
 
Check-in (June 19th) is from 3:00 – 5:00pm in the Cunningham Center. Those states arriving after 5:00pm should 
make arrangements with Chico in advance.  Check-out is on Wednesday. 
 
Restrooms at the Fields 
Restrooms with flush toilets are available at the concession stands and pavilion area. There will also be an air 
conditioned bank of portable toilets near the referee tent at the Fieldhouse.  
 
Transportation 
Referees need to coordinate transportation throughout the event with their state association. 
 
Water bottles 
Please bring at least two reusable water bottles. Water will not be delivered to the fields for referees. There will be 
hydration available in the referee tent, but it will not be brought to the fields. Referees should not request water 
nor should they ask field marshals to radio for water. If at any point a referee is in fear of dehydration, please 
contact a member of the USYS Midwest Referee Staff so that they can get medical attention (if necessary) and be 
replaced. 
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Projected Weather Forecast 
(updated on 6-11-2024) 
 

  
 
 
Responsible Fun / Social Activities 
Having fun at the USYS Midwest Regional Championships is a must. We want this to be one of the best experiences 
of your lives and for everyone at the event. Your work/play balance is important to us. We encourage you to spend 
time together socially outside of the hotel with your delegation and with those from other states. Please have fun 
and represent us responsibly. 
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Duration of the Match, Half-Time, and Extra Time 

 
  

Periods of Play 
 

Half-Time Interval 
Extra Time Periods 

(semis & finals only) 
 

13U – 14U 
 

 
2 X 35 minutes 

 

 
10 minutes 

 
2 X 10 minutes 

 
15U – 16U 

 

 
2 X 40 minutes 

 

 
10 minutes 

 
2 X 15 minutes 

 
17U – 19U 

 

 
2 X 45 minutes 

 
10 minutes 

 
2 X 15 minutes 
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Notes on Playing Rules 

Red Cards 
● Referees do not determine the length of suspension for a player or coach and must not speculate. 
● If asked by any team personnel how long a suspension will be, referees should indicate that determination 

will be made by the USYS Midwest Regional Championships Committee. 
 
Official Game 

● Referees do not determine whether a game will be replayed or forfeited. 
● If asked by any team personnel if a game will be replayed or forfeited, referees should indicate that 

determination will be made by the USYS Midwest Regional Championships Committee. 
 
Grace Period 

● Referees do not determine whether a game will be forfeited. 
● If a team does not have the minimum number to start the game, the referee should immediately contact the 

field marshal to notify the USYS Midwest Referee Staff or the USYS Midwest Regional Championships 
Committee, who will report to the field to administer the situation. 

 
Substitutions 

(1) for the 13 and Under and 14 and Under age groups, unlimited substitutions shall be allowed; and 
 
(2) for all other age groups, a maximum of 7 substitutions for each Team shall be allowed in 
each game during each half of play and during overtime play. After leaving the game during a 
half of play, the substituted player may not re-enter the game during the same half of play. After 
leaving the game during overtime play, the substituted player may not re-enter the game. 
 
(3) If a player is suspected of suffering a head injury they may be substituted for evaluation 
without the substitutions counting against the Teams total number of allowed substitutions during 
each half or overtime period. If the player with the suspected head injury has received clearance 
from the events’ Health Care Professional, the player may re-enter at any stoppage of play. The 
evaluated player must replace the original substitute and will not count as a substitution. The 
temporary substituted player may re-enter the game as a regular substitution. A Team may only 
make a temporary substitution if they have a substitution available. Should the temporary 
substitute receive a red card, that player will be removed from the game and the team will play a 
player down. If the player being evaluated is cleared after the red card, they would be eligible to 
return to play as provided by the substitution rules based on the age group. 

 
Uniform 

● Each player shall have a number on the player’s jersey. The number shall be affixed to the back of the jersey 
and shall be clearly visible. Each player on a team must wear a number different from the number of every 
other player on the team. Numbers on goalkeeper jerseys are not required. 

● No taped or altered numbers will be allowed. 
● If a team has an apparent uniform violation, the referee should immediately contact the field marshal to 

notify the USYS Midwest Referee Staff or the USYS Midwest Regional Championships Committee, who will 
report to the field to administer the situation. 
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Referee Policies & Procedures 

Clinics & Meetings  
● Please be early to clinics and meetings, as we will try to start all events on time. 
● Be sure to silence cell phones (leave on for learning activities) - texting during meetings is not permitted. 
● Be sure to bring a notebook and pen(cil) to all meetings. If you bring a laptop or tablet, turn off your WIFI 

during the meeting. 
 
Referee Uniforms 

● The Official U.S. Soccer Federation Uniforms (see picture on next page) shall be worn for the USYS Midwest 
Regional Championships. The assigned referee shall determine the color and style (long or short).  

● Referees shall wear the U.S. Soccer Federation Referee Program 2-stripe socks. 
 
Housing 

● Be respectful of the property and leave your room and the grounds in better condition than you found it. 
● Individuals will be held financially responsible for any damage to rooms caused by vandalism or 

irresponsible behavior.  
 

Illegal Activities 
● Illegal drug use will not be tolerated, and offenders will be removed from their matches and sent home. 

Local law enforcement authorities may also be consulted. 
● Underage drinking will not be tolerated, and offenders will be removed from their matches and sent home. 

Local law enforcement authorities may also be consulted. 
● Illegal activities, including the purchase of alcohol for minors, reports of sexual harassment or assault, 

and/or destruction of property will not be tolerated. Offenders will be removed from their matches and 
sent home. Local law enforcement authorities may also be consulted. 

 
Transportation 

● Referees assigned to remote fields may be transported if resources allow. All others should walk as a crew. 
When returning to the tent, the referee coach should also walk with the crew. 

● Referees shall not drive golf carts. Referees are also not allowed to take a bicycle, even if it is not being 
used.  

 
Being a Spectator 

● When watching games, you are expected to be completely out of uniform and unidentifiable as a referee. 
● Watch where you sit and what you say. 

 
Other Things to Remember… 

● You are representing your State, the USYS Midwest Regional Championships, US Youth Soccer, and U.S. 
Soccer. 

● Be on your best professional behavior in public. You are always being observed. 
● Never talk negative about other officials. 
● If you are over 21 and choose to drink, drink responsibly and in moderation – consumption of alcohol can 

cause dehydration and referees who are unable to adequately perform as the result of overconsumption 
may be removed from their matches.  

● Don’t be jealous of a good break for another referee. Be supportive, your turn may be next. 
● Meet as many fellow referees from other states as possible. 
● Do not speak with anyone other than the USYS Midwest Referee Staff, USYS Midwest Regional 

Championships Committee, your crew members, and your referee coach or mentor about any controversial 
match decisions.  
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● Do not discuss such controversial match decisions with referee coaches/mentors and administrators from 
other states, state presidents and state reps, coaches, managers, players, or the media. 

● Media requests should be directed to the USYS Midwest Referee Staff or the USYS Midwest Regional 
Championships Committee, a simple “no comment” reply will suffice. 

● Avoid comments on social media that discuss match information (e.g., I sent off a problem child today). Keep 
all social media comments positive and general (e.g., Honored to have officiated the U17 match today at the 
USYS Midwest Regional Championships.) Any social media posts should be after a match, not before.  
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Match Protocol 

Prior to the Match 
● Check in at the referee tent at least 1-hour prior to game time. If you have not checked in 1-hour prior 

to game time, site coordinators may replace you. 
● Pick up the game report and game ball(s) at the referee tent. 

o After checking-in but prior to leaving for the field, the fourth official will go to the field and find out 
what colors each team (and goalkeepers) are planning to wear. 

o Before the crew leaves for the field, they must inform the tent staff of their jersey color so that if 
someone needs to be replaced due to injury, their replacement can arrive ready. 

o Travel to fields in appropriate attire, such as referee uniform, polo shirt, Adidas or Official Sports 
warm-ups, and appropriate shoes. Look professional! 

● Arrive at your assigned field at least 30 minutes prior to game time to check-in teams, inspect field, meet 
the field marshal, etc. 

● Take all of the items (e.g., cards, pencils/pens, water bottles) to the field. DO NOT ask a field marshal to 
request someone bring you forgotten items. We recommend that only the 4th official take their phone with 
them to the field – and use it only to call USYS Midwest Referee Staff or the USYS Midwest Regional 
Championships Committee. 

 
Technical Area 

● Each team can have a maximum of four (4) bench personnel (coaches, managers, assistant coaches, 
trainers, etc.) in the team bench area. Absolutely no more than four (4) are permitted, even with proper 
passes and credentials. 

o All bench personnel must have a valid US Youth Soccer pass.  
o All bench personnel must also have “bench pass” credentials. 
o If there is a question as to if an individual in question is an approved coach, manager or trainer for 

that team, do not cause a confrontation. Consult with the field marshal and ask a member of the 
USYS Midwest Referee Staff or the USYS Midwest Regional Championships Committee to be called 
to determine if that coach or manager is approved to be on the team bench. 

● Credentialed committee members and credentialed US Youth Soccer staff personnel are also permitted in 
the technical area. 

 
Pre-Game Duties 
Conduct your pre-game activities together as a crew: check-in the teams together, meet the coaches together, meet 
the referee mentor together, warm-up together, etc.  

● Locate and meet the field marshal so that you know who it is in the event of an injury or other conflict. The 
field marshal can contact the referee tent as well. 

● Thoroughly check the field and nets. ARs pay particular attention to your touchline, background across the 
field, bumps, and distance to fans, coaches, teams, etc. 

 
 
Team Check-in Procedure 

● As a crew, introduce yourselves to the coaches and ask when it is convenient to check-in the players. Do not 
demand that the team stop their warmup so you can check in players.  

● Pay particular attention to the size of the shin guards, jewelry, and jersey colors worn by the goalkeepers 
(goalkeepers do not need to have numbers). 

● With the coach, review the following: 
o Where substitutes will warm up and what they will wear in order to be distinct from the field 

players. 
o How substitutions will be handled. 
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o Who will enter the field to check on players in case of injury? 
● Check off each player on the team roster (all ages) as you check his/her equipment and player pass. Place a 

check mark by the player’s name and verify the player’s number as seen on player’s jersey. 
o The official game report will have a team roster, with up to 22 players, printed for both teams.  
o Prior to the game each team’s coach shall check the "game active" players on the roster to identify 

those players who ARE eligible in order to reduce the roster down to total of 18 “game active” 
players. Ineligible players sitting out due to a red card and/or head injury will already have a line 
across their name reflecting that they are ineligible. 

● While checking-in players, verify that their: 
o face matches their player pass 
o name is on the roster as “game active” 
o jersey number is accurately listed on the roster (if not, change it). 

Also verify that there are not any duplicate jersey numbers. Remember, goalkeepers do not have to have 
numbers, but when they’re not the goalkeeper, their field jersey requires one. 

● Do not leave the field without returning pass cards. It is recommended that you tell the coach/team 
manager how many cards you are giving them at the end of the match – count them in front of them to 
ensure that you have returned all pass cards. 

● In case of red cards, keep the pass(es) of those sent-off and submit it (them) at the referee tent, along 
with a USSF Supplemental Referee Report describing the incident(s). Supplemental Reports will be 
submitted to the referee tent administrator on a handwritten USSF Supplemental Game Report by the 
referee.  

● The referee is the sole judge of allowable player equipment as described in the IFAB Laws of the Game. If, in 
the opinion of the referee, a cast or apparatus would be dangerous and the player should not be permitted 
to play, the referee should have the field marshal contact the USYS Midwest Referee Staff or the USYS 
Midwest Regional Championships Committee, prior to game time. 

● Conduct the coin toss at least 5 minutes prior to game time. 
● International entry 3 minutes prior to the scheduled kick off time (all matches). 
● Start your game ON TIME! (reference https://time.gov to synchronize your watch) 

 
Injuries 

● Should a player be injured to the point that the coach/trainer believes medical attention is necessary, the 
fourth official or other member of the referee crew should contact the field marshal to notify medical staff 
via two-way radio. 

● Please allow medical staff to evaluate injuries – referees should not diagnose injuries. 
● Should an injury require an ambulance to be called, please record the time of day, time into the game, time 

of day that trainers arrived, general nature of the injury, time of day the ambulance was called, time the 
ambulance arrived, and the time the ambulance departed.  

● Include above information on a USSF Supplemental Referee Report. 
● If a trainer diagnoses a head injury, he/she will secure the player pass from the fourth official in order to be 

compliant with the US Youth Soccer concussion protocol. 
 
 Halftime 

● Discuss problem areas that may be occurring on the field. Design and implement a strategy for the 2nd half 
if your game control is an issue. 

● Talk to each other in a positive manner about things that might be done differently in the second half. Be 
honest with each other about any deficiencies. 

● Review scores, cautions, and send offs. Compare and verify number(s) and time(s) of all goals scored. 
Ensure that players/numbers match. Avoid a player being cautioned twice in the same game without being 
sent off. The whole referee crew is responsible for this!! 

 

https://time.gov/
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Post-Game Duties 
● Make sure that the entire crew verifies team names and that the score is not recorded incorrectly. The 

referee crew will take the game score card to the referee tent where it will be submitted.  
● Return to the referee tent to complete the necessary paperwork – The game is not over until the paperwork 

is done. FILL OUT ALL PAPERWORK PROPERLY! 
● USSF Referee Supplemental Report(s) for red cards and severe injuries shall be submitted on a 

handwritten USSF Supplemental Game Report to the referee tent administrator. 
● All referee crew members should check the paperwork to ensure accuracy, as the entire crew will be held 

accountable for mistakes. The game report and team rosters are turned in at the referee tent. ALL CREW 
MEMBERS MUST SIGN THE REFEREE’S GAME REPORT. 

● Return the following to the site coordinator in the referee tent after the match: 
o The completed game report with correct score, cautions, and red cards (all four officials should 

verify the accuracy of information and all should sign the game report). 
o The game score card. 
o Fourth official log. 
o Game ball(s). 
o Player passes of sent off players and/or coaches. 

● Please be prompt with the game report as scores are not posted until they have been confirmed by 
comparing the game score card and the referee’s game report. 

● Conduct post-game debrief with complete crew and assessor or mentor (after paperwork is submitted). 
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Sample Game Report 

 



2025 USYS Midwest Regional Championships Overland Park & Olathe, KS 
 

Referee Handbook    Page 31 of 44 

Game Day Checklist 

GAME TIME:________________ 
 

At least 60 minutes before game time   
 Complete crew check in together at referee tent 

 

60-30 minutes before game time   
 Conduct pregame conference 
 Leave referee tent for field 

 

30–5 minutes before game time   
 Complete crew arrive at field in uniform 
 Inspect field 
 Have coach check no more than 18 players as "game active" on team roster printed on game report 
 Check in players 

- Cross-reference player passes and jersey numbers against team roster printed on game report 
- Inspect players' equipment 
- Collect player U.S. Youth Soccer issued member passes for all players 

 Verify no more than 18 players dressed in uniform  
 Verify no more than 4 non-active players, who must be out of uniform (collect player passes) 
 Verify no more than 4 bench personnel in the technical area (collect bench personnel passes) 

- All bench personnel must also have "Bench Pass" credentials 
 

5 minutes before game time   
 Conduct coin flip with team captains 

 

3 minutes before game time   
 International entry 

 

0 minutes before game time   
 Kick off ON TIME! No exceptions! 

 

Throughout game  
 Verify no more than 4 bench personnel in the technical area with "Bench Pass" credentials 

 

Post-Game  
 Keep player passes for red carded players or bench personnel passes for anyone dismissed 
 Return player and bench personnel passes to teams 
 Have coaches sign game report in “Verification of Score” section 
 See field marshal and sign score verification card 
 Return to referee tent 
 Complete game report – all crew members verify correct info & sign 
 Complete supplemental report for send-offs and serious injuries 
 Turn in game report, team rosters, fourth official log, and supplemental reports 
 Conduct post-game debrief with complete crew and assessor or mentor (after paperwork submitted) 
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PRO2 Match Report Writing Guide 
 
Complete a supplemental Report for each of the following: 

● RED CARDS 
● SERIOUS INJURIES 
● TECHNICAL AREA DISCIPLINE 
● FIELD INSPECTION ISSUES 
● BREACH OF COMPETITION RULES 
● SPECTATOR INCIDENTS 

 

Use the following examples as templates to write the reports. 

Red Cards 

SFP 
“In the 51’ minute of the match, Sporting Kansas City player #9 Kriztian Nemeth was shown the red card and 
sent off for serious foul play.  Nemeth challenged Vancouver’s #8 Felipe for the ball, while using excessive 
force with a straight leg, lunging tackle, studs exposed-which contacted the lower part of the shin, 
endangering the safety of the opponent.  Nemeth left the field of play in a timely manner, without causing any 
further incidents.” 

VC 
“In the 93’ minute of the match, Orlando City player #14 Dom Dwyer was shown the red card and sent off for 
violent conduct.  Play was stopped after Dwyer used his elbow to forcefully strike Columbus Crew’s #3 Josh 
Williams in the head (who was seriously injured on the play and did not return to the match).  Dwyer did not 
leave the field in a timely manner, which caused further mass confrontation.” 

2nd Caution 
“In the 69’ minute of the match, Colorado’s #9 Caleb Calvert was shown the red card and sent off for receiving 
a second caution in the same match.  Calvert received his first caution (for dissent) in the 67’ minute, and the 
second caution (for entering the field of play without the referee’s permission) in the 69’.  Calvert left the field 
of play in a timely manner, without causing any further incidents.” 

DOGSO-hand 
“In the 75’ minute of the match, Seattle’s #26 Casey Murphy was shown the red card and sent off for denying 
an obvious goal scoring opportunity.  Murphy was outside of her penalty area and was the last defender and 
used her hands to stop a shot toward the goal.  Murphy left the field of play in a timely manner, without 
causing any further incident. 
 

DOGSO-foul 
“In the 60th minute of the match, LAG #22 Leonardo was shown the red card and sent off for denying an 
obvious goal scoring opportunity by foul, with no attempt to play the ball.  The offence occurred inside the 
penalty area approximately 8 yards from goal, where Leonardo pulled down FC Dallas’ Blas Perez from behind, 
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to prevent Perez’s imminent goal scoring opportunity.  Leonardo left the field of play with no further incidents 
and play was restarted with a penalty kick.   
 
Multiple Supplemental Reports (use first person) 
Ref Report “In the 89’ minute of the match, the 4th official used the communication system to indicate that 
play must be stopped to issue a red card. After stopping play and speaking with the 4th official, I was informed 
that Houston Dash player #3, Rachel Daly, had used her elbow to strike the face of Utah player #xx, causing 
her to stumble several yards backward.  Upon confirmation from the 4th official that the off-the ball contact 
involved excessive force to the face, Daly was shown the red card and sent off for violent conduct.  Although 
Daly did exit the field in a timely manner, I saw that while she was leaving, she showed dissent by action by 
making sarcastic clapping gestures toward the 4th official.”  
4th Official Report “In the 89’ minute of the match, I used the communication system to tell the referee to 
stop play to issue a red card. After stopping play and coming over to me, I was able to tell the referee that 
Houston Dash player #3, Rachel Daly, had used her elbow to strike the face of Utah player #xx, causing her to 
stumble several yards backward.  After the referee showed Daly the red card, I noticed that Daly moved 
toward me and was clapping at me and I also noticed that she spat out before leaving into the midfield 
tunnel.”  

Serious Injury 
In the 93’ minute of the match, Josh Williams #3 for Columbus Crew SC was seriously injured after receiving an 
elbow to the head from Orlando City #14 Dom Dwyer (who was sent off for violent conduct).  Upon 
recognizing that Williams had shown visible signs of having a possible head injury (falling to ground, clutching 
the head, slow to get up, bleeding), the referee immediately beckoned medical staff onto the field. After a 
preliminary on-field assessment, Williams was escorted off the field for further evaluation.  The medical staff 
and the VMD determined that Williams was unable to continue playing in the match and he was subsequently 
transported to the hospital. Play was restarted in the 97’ minute. 

Technical Area Discipline 
“During a stoppage of play in the 69’minute, Giovanni Savarese, the head coach of Portland, was shown the 
red card and sent off for leaving his technical area to show dissent towards the referee in a provocative and 
inflammatory manner.  The fourth official observed that Savarese had jumped up from the technical area, 
wildly waving his arms and loudly yelling at the referee.  Savarese had previously been warned in the 37’ 
minute by the fourth official to refrain from any further minor actions of disagreement, and to stay calm and 
in his team’s technical area.  Savarese left the field without further incident.” 

Field Inspection Issues 
“During the officials’ pregame inspection of the field, it was discovered that the left goalpost (scoreboard side) 
was noticeably taller than 8 feet (by almost 2 inches).  The field managers were able to correct the issue 
before the start of team warmups.” 

  



2025 USYS Midwest Regional Championships Overland Park & Olathe, KS 
 

Referee Handbook    Page 41 of 44 

Breach of Competition Rules 
“The halftime interval lasted 17 minutes, which exceeded the 15-minute time period that is stipulated in the 
IFAB LOTG and the competition rules.  The delay occurred because team XXXX was late to reenter the field of 
play within the allotted 15 halftime interval.” 

Spectator Incidents 
“In the 63’ minute, before the taking of a corner kick near the home team’s supporters’ section, play was 
stopped when the referee observed that a green laser light beam was being directed at the visiting 
goalkeeper’s face.  Security was able to quickly identify and remove the wrongdoers from the stadium.  Play 
was restarted in the 65’ minute. 
 

James Conlee’s report writing tips: 

● State only the facts of what happened.  
● Use terminology/language from IFAB LOTG and FIFA considerations. 
● Use names (and NOT pronouns (he, she, they, them, etc) to avoid any confusion. 

In order for Disciplinary Committees to evaluate serious misconduct, match reports must include: 

● The name of (and additional identifying information for) the player who was sent off 
● The time of the send off 
● The specific reason in the IFAB Laws of the Game for the send off (Law 12) 

          In addition, the referee must supply sufficient detail regarding the circumstances of the misconduct to 
aid in evaluating its level of seriousness.  Among the factors that should be addressed, where relevant, are: 

● Whether the action occurred during a challenge for the ball 
● Whether the misconduct occurred at a stoppage of play or during play 
● If anyone was injured as a consequence of the misconduct 
● Whether there was any prior incident that may have led to the player’s actions 
● The demeanor of the player during the send-off (including any difficulties in implementing the player’s 

removal from the field) 
● The location of the action in relation to the goal line and penalty area being attacked at the time 
● The subsequent intrusion of any other players (teammates or opponents) during the time the referee 

is managing the send off 
● The specific words or gestures which were determined to be insulting, offensive, or abusive 
● The identity of the opponent or official toward whom the misconduct was directed 
● A summary of the prior misconduct (or a reference to the section of the report which detailed the prior 

caution) preceding the second caution for which the player was sent off 
● The identity of the assistant referee, fourth official, or reserve assistant referee who provided 

independently observed facts to the referee regarding the misconduct 
● All other details of the action which materially shaped the decision to send the player off 

          Any other facts which a Disciplinary Committee might decide it needs as a result of its review of the 
match report can be supplied by the referee on request of the Committee, but the most useful information 
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will come from a properly completed, accurate, detailed, and clear match report.  Match reports provided 
independently by assistant referees, fourth officials, or reserve assistant referees should follow these 
guidelines as well. 

● Post-game misconduct:  referees may issue and display yellow or red cards to players, substitutes, or 
team officials after the game.  These reports must be as descriptive as reports made for misconduct 
during the game.  
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Information for Teams Regarding Discriminatory Language During Matches  

Following examples set by FIFA, Professional Soccer Leagues worldwide and other organizations, 
US Youth Soccer rejects any form of discrimination, harassment or epithets directed towards an 
individual based on race, color, gender, sexual orientation, religion, national origin, age or 
physical/mental disability.  

Foul and Abusive Language is a sending off offense and may include, but are not limited to, epithets 
in any language that are perceived to be derogatory or inflammatory towards any player (opponent or 
teammate), coach, referee, spectator, administrator or other individual.      

Epithets by a Player or Team Official heard by a Referee During a Match:  

When the Referee hears an epithet by a Player or Team Official or is advised by a member of the 
Referee crew that they did:  

• The Referee is required to issue an ejection per the Laws of the Game.   
• Event Staff will respond and remain at the field for the duration of the match to monitor and take 

action if necessary.  

Epithets by a Player or Team Official and reported to a Referee During a Match:  

When a Player or Team Official informs a member of the Referee crew that an epithet was directed 
towards them or another individual, but no member of the Referee crew heard the epithet:  

• At the next stoppage of play, the Referee will bring the target and the individual alleged to have 

conveyed the epithet to the midfield touch line, along with the Head Coaches of both teams, the 

Referee crew and responding Event Staff where the alleged epithet will be reviewed.    
• Following that meeting, coaches may bring their team to the touchline to advise that additional 

incidents may result in an immediate ejection, a temporary suspension of the match, the match 

being abandoned and/or teams being removed from the competition.  
• Play will be restarted and time added to account for the delay.  
• Event Staff will remain at the field for the duration of the match to monitor and take action if 

necessary.  

Epithets by Spectators heard by or reported to a Referee During a Match:  

• At the next stoppage of play the Referee will direct players to go to their respective benches.  
• The Referee will bring the Head Coaches from both teams, the Referee crew and responding 

Event Staff to an area away from the benches.  
• Both Head Coaches will be advised of what was reported, and if identified, the spectator that 

said it.  
• Both Head Coaches will be requested to inform their spectators that any additional incidents 

may result in a temporary suspension of the match, removal of spectators for the balance of the 

match and possibly future matches, the match being abandoned and/or teams being removed 

from the competition.  
• If the offending spectator was not identified, the Head Coach will be requested to ask their 

spectators to assist in identifying the offending spectator.   
• If the offending spectator is identified, Event Staff will inform the spectator they must leave sight 

and sound of the field before the match will resume. Security will intervene if the spectator 

refuses to comply.  
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• Additionally, the sideline may be cleared of all spectators from the offending team for the balance 

of the match and possibly future matches.  
• Event Staff will remain at the field for the duration of the match to monitor and take action if 

necessary.  

 

 


