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MLS NEXT – Referee Statement 

 

1. I agree to perform the services customarily performed by a referee during a youth soccer match 

(“Services”) in exchange for the fee listed above and that I have all of the appropriate 

certifications/permissions necessary to perform the Services and that all such 

certifications/permissions are up to date. 

 

2. I agree to comply with all requirements of the United States Center for SafeSport (“SafeSport”).  I 

affirm that I am up to date on my SafeSport training as of the date that I sign this Statement. 

 

3. I understand that this is a one-time engagement and that I am not an employee of Player 

Development, L.L.C.(“PDev”) and nothing herein creates or purports to create a hiring or 

employment agreement or relationship between myself and PDev.  I understand that I am not 

eligible for, and hereby waive any claim to, wages, compensation, incentives, health coverage, or 

any other benefits provided to employees of PDev.   

 

4. I agree and acknowledge that the payment of all taxes and/or assessments owing due to the payment 

of compensation for my performance of services customary of a referee are the sole responsibility 

of myself, including, without limitation, all estimated taxes, state unemployment insurance taxes, 

federal and state income taxes, federal social security payments and state disability insurance taxes.  

I understand that I shall provide PDev with proof of such payments upon request.  I agree to 

indemnify and hold PDev harmless in respect of all such payments claimed or assessed by any 

taxing authority, including reasonable attorneys’ fees. 

 

5. I understand that PDev does not provide insurance for referee injury or referee liabilities.  

 

6. I agree to indemnity, defend, and hold harmless PDev, it’s parent, subsidiaries, affiliates, agents, 

employees, independent contractors, sponsors and Member Clubs from and against any and all 

actions, causes of action, suits, claims, proceedings (formal or informal), investigations, judgments, 

deficiencies, settlements, inquiries and demands of whatever nature or kind, as well as from and 

against all damages, liabilities, losses, costs, charges and expenses (including without limitation, 

reasonable legal fees and expenses), as and when incurred arising out of any negligent act or 

omission or alleged act or alleged omission by myself in connection with my performance of the 

Services. 

 

7. I understand that this Statement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the internal 

laws of the State of New York, without giving effect to the conflicts of law principles of such State. 

 

8. I understand that (1) the novel coronavirus SARS-CoV-2 and any resulting disease (together with 

any mutation, adaptation, or variation thereof, “COVID-19”) is an extremely contagious disease 

that can lead to severe illness and death, and there is an inherent danger and risk of exposure to 

COVID-19 in any place where people are present; (2) no precautions, including, but not limited to, 

the protocols that will be implemented from time to time by PDev and/or third parties (including, 

but not limited to, federal and state governmental agencies) (collectively, the “COVID-19 

Protocols”), can eliminate the risk of exposure to COVID-19; (3) while people of all ages and health 

conditions can be and have been adversely affected by COVID-19, according to public health 

authorities (i) people with certain underlying medical conditions are or may be especially 

vulnerable, including, but not limited to, people with chronic kidney disease, chronic obstructive 

pulmonary disease, moderate to severe asthma, liver disease, compromised immune systems 

(including as a result of organ transplant), obesity, serious heart conditions, sickle cell disease, and 
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type 2 diabetes, and (ii) the risk of severe illness from the contraction of COVID-19 increases 

steadily with age, and contracting COVID-19 can result in the further transmission of COVID-19 

to Participant’s family members and other contacts; and (4) exposure to COVID-19 can result in 

being subject to quarantine requirements, illness, disability, other short-term and long-term health 

effects, and/or death, regardless of age or health condition. I understand and knowingly and 

voluntarily assumes all risks related to performing the Services.  Those risks may include an 

increased risk of exposure to illness (including, but not limited to, COVID-19), personal injury, 

disability, and other short-term or long-term health effects including death, which might result not 

only from my own actions, inactions, or negligence, but from the actions, inactions, or negligence 

of others.  I voluntarily assume all of these and other associated risks and accepts personal 

responsibility for any and all damages, liability, and other losses that I may incur in connection 

with the foregoing risks.   

 

9. This Statement constitutes the entire understanding between myself and PDev regarding the 

Services, and the provisions hereof supersede, and may not be contradicted, modified or 

supplemented by, evidence of any prior or contemporaneous statements or understandings, whether 

written or oral, relating to the same subject matter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 __________________________________________________                             ____________ 

 (Printed Name)          (Date) 

 

 

 

 

 __________________________________________________ 

 (Signature) 


